
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council   
Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

(including Tree Board Meeting) 
7:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting 

Member Attendees: John Rhodes (Chair), Alice DuBon, Alan Antin and  
   Harry McCartney. 
Guests: Trustee Grunthal, Trustee Schleimer.John & Anita Stockbridge, Liz Dieter,  
   Robert Liebman and Shonan Noronha. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm. 
  

The Minutes of the July 2020 CAC Regular Meeting was approved. 

Guests were introduced and stated their interest in attending this meeting. 
Anita Stockbridge is on the Marsh Sanctuary Board and said the Sarles Street Solar 
project impacts Marsh. She also said that the Town of Bedford is in the process of  
writing its Solar Law. 

John Stockbridge, Bedford’s historian and on the Historic Preservation Council, is  
concerned about the negative impacts of the Sarles Street Solar project.  

Liz Dieter, director of recreation at Fox Senior Center, attended to co-present with Harry, 
a senior fitness program on the MK trails. 

Sarles Street Solar and Cell Tower Applications:  
John Rhodes provided an update on the two applications. The lawyer for Sunrise  
Community Solar had sent a letter to the Planning Board requesting postponement of 
the second Public Hearing scheduled for August 11th; new date is September 22nd.  

Homeland Towers’ Verizon Cell Tower application dated August 18th was filed, and may 
be on the PB agenda for Tuesday, 9/8 meeting. 

The next ZBA meeting is scheduled for September 15th but the solar and cell tower 
proposals at Sarles may not be on the agenda. 

There was a lengthy and animated discussion on various aspects of the environmental 
impacts, and about processes and ethical issues involving the two applications. 



Moger Lots / Kirby Commons Proposed Development: 
During the recent Village Board meeting’s Public Comment period, John Rhodes, on 
behalf of the CAC, had requested that the VBoT hold open sessions to enable the  
public to raise issues based on the “Letter of Intent and Plan,” so that the VBoT would 
be in a more informed position to negotiate the contract. Rhodes has not yet received a 
response from the VBoT. 

There was an animated discussion about this development proposal. Here are some of 
the comments and action items that were expressed: 

Comments: 
Last year, the Village had stated that there were more than 6 developers interested in 
the Moger Lots development opportunities and that after the village received responses 
to the Request For Proposal and had selected a couple of bidders, it would inform  
residents.  

Last month (July 2020), a “Letter of Intent and Plan” from Gotham, dated November 
2019 was posted on the village website. Why was it not posted earlier? We hear that 
the Village Board of Trustees (VBoT) are now discussing details in the document and 
negotiating the terms of the contract. The VBoT has not made strong enough attempts 
to engage the residents and commercial/organization communities.  

We noted that the project was pitched as “Transit-oriented development” before the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now, six months into the pandemic, we are all aware of changes in 
work environments—with “work from home” changing the demand for commuter travel. 

We are also aware that developers of similar expensive rental properties that remain 
empty for several years have used them as tax shelters. These empty buildings have 
made towns look abandoned and lowered the real estate value of properties. 

The “Letter of Intent and Plan” does not include critical dependencies (i.e., traffic,  
construction management, etc.) and other factors identified by the local community  
during the Comprehensive Plan workshops and later during the work sessions. 

It was suggested that the CAC send the VBoT a letter requesting that they schedule a 
public hearing or information sessions now, while the details for the contract are being 
discussed and negotiated, and well before the contract is finalized. John will draft and 
send the letter. 

Trails:  



Harry and Liz presented the MTK100 fitness program. The program starts September 
14 and runs through November 14. Anyone 50+ can participate. The challenge is to 
achieve 100 miles in two months by participating in easy to do activities, including 

exercise classes hosted by Fox Senior Center on TV.


The joint program will include 9 docent-led Historic/Nature walks/hikes. To prepare for 
the Guided Walks, Harry will host some work sessions for the trail team over the next 
two weeks so all docents are at the same knowledge content level; lots of information 
(i.e., Historic/Nature PowerPoint presentations, photo/text binders) is available.  

Also, the MK Chamber of Commerce has requested our support for their September-
Fest with a docent-led Kisco downtown historic walk. The date is September 19th. Harry 
and Shantae will cover this event. 

Kids' Arbor Day Tree Art Competition and Event: 
Entry deadline was 8/17. Shonan said we received 19 entries from 18 kids (age 18 and 
under) in both Art and Writing categories.  

In addition to arranging for the donation of more than 20 trees for our postponed Arbor 
Day event, NYS Watershed Agricultural Council will also give some educational items 
(magnets, activity books, etc.) for each of the 18 kids who participated. 

We expect the donated trees to be delivered by the first week of October and the event 
at Leonard Park to be later in October. Jim and Shonan will coordinate with the NYS-
WAC, MK Village and Mayor. 

MK Photo Exhibition:  
John has spoken with the Library BOT president Amy Kelley requesting confirmation of 
use of the Community Room walls for the Exhibition and one afternoon/evening for the 
Awards event; awaiting reply. 

Composting Program:  
Robin sent a message stating that the Spanish version of the popular “Where to  
Compost” video is recorded. She’ll send it to John for review and additions.  

The large collection receptacles at the drop-off site continue to be very dirty—flies inside 
and around; needs to be cleaned regularly. It was also suggested that another compost 
receptacle should be added; perhaps one from the Senior Center which during the  
pandemic may have less need for the two at that location. In addition, as mentioned 
during the July CAC meeting, a multi-use bin for recyclables and trash needs to be added to 
the area.  

John will draft a CAC letter of request to Ken Famulare and send it to him after sign-off 
from CAC members. Peter said he would follow up with Ken. 



Pollinator Garden Tour: Pollinator Pathway has organized a tour of public and private 
pollinator gardens in various towns in Westchester. The tour is scheduled to visit Mount 
Kisco on Sunday, September 13th, from 1-3 pm and the locations include the Library’s 
butterfly garden, Suzanne Grant garden at Shoppers’ Park, Flewellyn Garden, and the 
No-Mow zones around Branch Brook at Leonard Park. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.


